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   Sipo (also called Utile or Sipo Mahogany) is native to west and 
central Africa. These trees grow 150-200 feet in height with trunk 
diameters usually between 3-5 feet; however, they can grow larger. 
Our own Chuck Hudson (left) stands beside a recent 10/4 Sipo boule 
check-in for size reference. For top notch consistency, high-end 
woodworkers and yacht builders prefer boule lumber because an 
entire sawn log is put back into sequential form for purchase, giving 
them consistent grain and aesthetic throughout a project.
   Sipo heartwood is a uniform medium reddish brown and the  
sapwood is a well-defined and paler yellow. This wood is naturally 
resistant to rot, which makes it a good choice for exterior projects. 
Because of its similar aesthetic and workability, Sipo has gained  
popularity as a substitute for genuine Mahogany and as such  
common uses include live edge furniture, cabinetry, and luxurious 
settings such as jet and yacht interiors.  

   This handsome species is bound to 
make a statement piece; you can bring 
character and the inherent beauty of 
natural wood into dining rooms, board-
rooms, or restaurant interiors. Both hand 
rubbed oil and spray-on finishes go on 
beautifully.
   The 34’7” Sipo bar pictured left, located 
at Warped Wing Brewing Co. in Dayton, 
OH, provides a welcoming space for  
customers. The slab was hand-picked 
by the project owners and woodworker, 
Matt Spitz, of The Matthew Tamerisk  
Collection in Springboro, OH.
   Our Sipo inventory includes 8/4, 10/4, 
12/4 boules and 8/4 FAS&BTR square 
edge. Contact your MB sales rep or  
email us at sales@mbveneer.com to  
learn more and reserve your top  
selections today.

New Lumber Arrivals Sustainably using one  
of Earth’s most beautiful  
resources to enrich  
the world around us.   
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Sipo, Utile

We attached our most current square edge inventory list to this  
newsletter; this report will also be updated monthly and can be found  
on our website at mbveneer.com/browse/dimensional-lumber/

Dimensional Lumber Inventory
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European Oak: A Table Story
   Andy Brownell, owner of Brownell  
Furniture, has decades of experience  
as a woodworker and craftsman. Since 
2003, he has built commissioned furniture 
and fine art pieces for family, friends,  
and loyal customers across the country. 
Based in Cincinnati, OH, Andy frequents 
our Bohlke lumber warehouses for hard-
to-find species in top quality lumber. 
   He recently approached our team with  

a need for an approximately 7’ Spessart 
oak live edge slab, and wrapped up this 
beautiful 84” long European Oak tabletop 
turned dining room table for his customer.
   Pictured left are moments throughout 
the selection process, as well as behind 
the scene shots while the wood was  
leveled and worked. 

Choosing the perfect live edge slab
   Each one of our thousands of live  
edge slabs have photos in our system,  
average measurements, and grading 
notes. These details helped Andy nail 
down 4-5 slabs at his convenience and 
when he was ready, he came into the 
warehouses for a quick, final inspection.
   After he chose the needed slab, our 
team scheduled it to go through the 
WoodWizz leveler and because he is  
very local, we also delivered the slab  
on one of our flatbeds.
   From there, Andy got to work with  

both machine and hand tools, from  
cutting the tabletop to size, hand planing 
and sanding, to installing the Flowyline 
Design base and needed hardware.  
   Andy opts for hand-rubbed finishes  
on his custom furniture, which allows  
the natural texture of the wood grain  
to come through. Pictured below is  
the table in its new space, a piece that 
exudes warmth and character.
   Visit our YouTube channel to watch  
the selection and woodworking processes 
from start to finish. 
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Grain close-up.
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